THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
perfected by Mr. Gladstone deprives the depart-
ments of incentive to economy and of financial
responsibility, as they cannot use what they may
be able to save, but have simply to hand it back.
Years ago I tried to get this changed, and got
considerable support within the House ; but
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach rose in his wrath and
scrunched out the attempt. Nevertheless, all
that has happened since convinces me that the
present practice entirely defeats its own end, and
I am glad to see that this has been recognized
in the case of the Post Office by Lord Bridge-
man's report. Lastly, and this is of the first
importance, I would make it impossible by
standing order for members to propose increased
expenditure in those cases where it is now
allowed.
There is one charge against politics and
politicians to which I have already alluded, but
which demands some further comment. In its
fullest form it is that of financial corruption.
In a diluted shape it is that Premiers and Cabinets
are somehow controlled by a few plutocrats.
One writer, a man of the highest character and
deserved distinction in other spheres, states
categorically that whoever wielded power in the
past, that power has gone in our time to a limited
number of wealthy men, and that, although a
chief Minister may call himself Premier or
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